
�:::I CiHT I t·Kj 

The 

t·U::.�::;�:; I t·4F(JF:I··1t:rr I t]H �:::;El?\•1 I C:E 
t·-IE:::;::::;L.ETTEE: 1.1. 4 

DECEMBER 1992 (Aug �93) 

;�: �5 t. h .J u. 'I" I.::;· carried a repor� o� a 

sighting on the previous Tuesday. Thi� report was also mentioned on 

Na�ional R�dio� ITV and some local papers· around the country� Edna 

Macinnes was out for a drive with her boyfriend and 16 month old son. As 

they came down the hill from Abriachan to join the A82 she saw a strange 

shape out in the loch. She said ,1t was light brown in co l our and 1t had a 

massive whi�e trail behind it . It looked like a boat , but this was no 

boat, no log� no person this was the real thing.' It seemed to be 

heading towards Dares on the opposite shore. The couple drove on to leave 

the youngster with his granny in Culdethel, Inverness, seven miles away, 

before going round to the southern shore . The� took binoculars and a 

c.:;;.mer·-·.::�. '.·.1 i ·t.h t.l·"tE·m in t.h.:;· hop .:� :· of' 9et.1�. i ·ng -�'. c 1 (:",::::.�::·!·-· l ooi·(.. �·�!--ten t.h�:·':::l .�,r·r· i · ... ·ed 

in Dor�s they ran down to the shore. Edna said that suddenly she saw a 

giraffe-like head �nd neck rise from the water. It was only 20 feet f'rom 

the shore but along the shore a li�tle . As david took a photograph i� went 
dow�. She was glad it did not appear out of the water just beside them� 

because at the �ime she was feeling a bit scared. Un�or�una�ely while �he 

developed �ilm showed � long wake cutting the sur�ace, there was no sign 

o� the creature a Edna who had previously no t believed there was anything 

strange in the loch is now totally convinced there is something alive and 

at least 25ft long liv i ng in the loch. 

fi �==·F'·:.o�.:.,:::·:�=·'···'OI't't.:�.-n f'ot·-· 1: .. h,=· ()f f ic :i .;.:.. 1 Loci·-, He::::.::::. E::-::h.:i. b i ·t. i ()'t"i :::: .. ::.. i��.:l t.h.).t. Edn.:.. :• ::::. 

sighting had been exce�tionally unusual and tha� they would very much like 

to meet her and see the photohgraphs. I too was very interested by the 
rep0rt and the exposure it received" Without ·doubt Edna, and freind, h�d 

·::l.tt e::-::cit.intJ e::-::p�::r·iE·nc��· bu.1: .. I did '.·JOYK.:l�.:r·" �·�hi 1,:::· I .:::.u.r;.po::::.�::· t.h�-�::r·t;::· c.::..·nnot. i::u:::· 

such an event as an average sigh�in3, one element of sightings is usually 

their brevity. Yet here we had a couple apF�oaching the northern shore� 

�eeing something in the loch, dr i ving into Inverness, Culdut hel,(it is not 

Far from �he Dores road),depositing child grabbing camera and binoculars, 

driving ou� to Dares and ge�ting to �he shore. A journey of abou� 

seventeen miles� through traffic and over th� river bridge which would 

take some forty minutes. but on arrival at Dares whatever i� was, was 

still in view. In fact it would have seemed to have made its way into 

Dores Bay. It had all the hallmarks of a bo�t-wake sighting, but there was 

the question of the 'girafFe-like head and neck'. The report was lacking 

details such as �ime of day and weather conditions� bu� within a couple of 

r,.JE·,:::·I·.:.:::. I r .. .J.::�.::::. t.o b�:::- .:�.t. t.ht=�:· loch -�.YKJ -��.b 1 e t.o !'ft.::d-.:.,:::· f·: .. u·"·t.i·"tt:::·l·-· ey·p:::p.J.t"· i. t::·:::: ... 

I found �hat the loch had been very _calm t�a� evening. Eclna and her 
companion had �heir sigh�ing about 8.15 (20�15)" I also noted in my log 

book �hat on a number of evenings the cruise boat Jacobite Queen passed by 

making it's way along the loch close to �he south shore. The time varied 

be�ween 20.05 and 20.40, returning towards Lochend up to an hour later . So 

that could place a vessel capable of' creatin9 a misleading wake pattern 

in �he area a� the crucial time� I was also f or�unate �o be able to speak 
to someone who knows t�e loch well and had produced some prints �or Edna� 

and so been able �o exam i ne them closely" The opinion given was that what 

was in the photographs was a boat wake « That leaves the question of' the 

,giraffe-like head and neck � .. I heard that enquiries had revealed that a 

man had crossed the loch,in a small fast dory, f'rorn the C lansman to the 
b�:.·.�-�.ch . . ;r.t. t_.h�-:;;· [l()t"·t=·�. Inn n flft.E·t"· .�. cou.p 1 E' ()f' p.i nt.:::. h�.::· r·et.u.t-·ned -�.t . . :..bout. ;;::1;:) ":::::�1 
and on both trips he had been zig-zagging about� generally playing the 

fool. Co u. l d 

was, aDd standing in the bo�t�he may have benn mistaken at a dis�ance for 

a 'neck'? Alternatively jt could perhaps _be �rgued that Ed na ' s expectaion 
was that there �hould be a head and neck� so �here it was. 

I feel that despite all the publicity, when the various aspects o� the 

report are studied there are -too .many question marks for this to be 

accepted as a good sigh�ing� I also doubt that if the William Hill 



·�'t,.. ... � .. :c:. 
(bookmakers) representitives ge� a chance �o really asses the repor�� they 
will not pay ou� the £1000 o��ered �or the bes� annual sighting. This was 
o��ered when they had �heir 'monster-hunting' we2kend in October 1990� 
and has no� been paid out ye� . 

F'PO.JECT !..JF:i)!..Jl-lfii:;::T 
fl�:::. t� 1::: pc11�-t-�1·d in 

Ness �his season. 
NIS113 P.U. opera�ed under the banner o� Discovery Loch 

-n-��:::· D :t �::.co·._,:::·r··'::l C:h.:. ... ·n·..-��=· 1 :- �:::- ::::·F"Yn:�:.;;:)!·-·�::. h i p • .. .t.:!l.::::. 1: .. () en.::..b 1 e 
l�ading freshwa�er biologis�s �rom .the Freshwater Biological Associa�ion 
.:I.Yh::l 1:.-h�;:· t·� .)."t-1 .. 1,1'-·.;} 1 l· .. j i :�:; 1:.-0I·"·!::� t·1u.:�-el..l.l"ft 1:.-0 U.'(!(:b;;;·r··t .. ::.. l·<.e F:< l···!-!:t.::;.J?::· 1:_.1;,10 ()·f !.Jt"·•:::p..J.h.::u····t., :::;. 
programme . This was �o ba a �u l l -sc a l e s�udy of �he biological life in �he 
loch� The scientists would be workin g �rom �he vess�l Calanus, a 65 �oot 
research ship char�ed �ram the Dunsta��nage Mari ne Laboratory. Sonars and 
u. ·!",t:::iE·f··I .• J.:�. t-•:::·1·"· • •.• • :i. dj:::·o .:::-�" !Y!.:::·I·"·.:�.::::. l_._,,:::·t·-··::;- one�:· IY1,;::.r···::· �-u. pp 1 i ed b•:.:l �::; i r!'tf·· -�·.d O:::.pr'e1:;:! � 1_.J!-"·,o 
continue their suppor� on Urquhar� n Among �he equipmen� was �o be a EK500 
::::. o u. n d i Y1-;::t ::::. ':::1 :::. ·t.•::· m t. o :::;. c .:•. ·n do 1,..1 n 1,..1.::•. r·· d �:::- b ·:::· n ;:;:· -��-t.!·--i t. i·"t e ��- i .. , i p .. Tl·--, i ::; i ::::. ::; -��-i d ·�:-o !:) •::· 
sensi�ive enough �o observe � single �ish a� dep�hs down �o 1000mts. This 
was to hooked into a high resolution colour printer on board. There would 
also be a EA300P por�able sounder to use as a side-scan to look �o� large 
�arget� in the wa�er . The whole ef for � was launched on June 29th '93 with 
.:1. ne1 ... 1::;;. c:onfet .. ·•:::·nc:.:::· l· .. p:::·l d 1 n t-he O·f·f i c i .::•. 1 L.oc:h �-!.::·�:.:::;. E:=-::1· .. , i bit. ion 
(: •::? n L r·· E' � [)1--·•..f.l'i't't"t·=:t. d , .... 0 cl· .. , i t. .. F:- Cll·"· t. i ·t•:::· '(t �::· ::< 1:,. ·f •:::.1 .. 1.1'"· 1_.,11:;;· •:::·1..:. ::;;. ·t. !· .. ,.;:;· r� •:::· :::: . .;: .:;;. r·· ci·"p;:·t·"· :;:;. ,_._: Ol_t_ 1 d ::::.u. i.-. '•/•:::·1:::1 

�he li�e in the loch and the deep sed i ments on �he loch �loor . Using 

sonars and actually �rawling the loch they would try to establish �he �ish 
populations and · dis�r ibution. The� would also study �he biological 
p !•"· 0 d u. (: t. i ..... i t_. ':::1 () ·f t-1·-p;:· 1 0 c h .�i. '1'1 d 'tl•') •::: ·f Cll:::u�j c i·"t·!:l. i 'f't.::.:. .. I t. ]. ::�. h cq::: .. ��-d t. h ·=·· t... t.l·"j j_ :::. 1 .... i l 1 
increase understanding o� l i�e in �he loch �nd �hey even go as �ar as 
:�:. t .. ::t.t. i nq i '1:.- cou.l .:::1 ·;:� i .._,.e -�·.n i ·ncl i c.::.. t_. ion I_.JI·"l,:::·t.!·"t•::·l·-· t.! ... ,,:::· 1 O(.:l···, cou.l d ::::.u.pp(H-·t. 'l·"t i ql·"tE·f·-· 

preda�ors'. This is a new depar��re by P.U . a s �o da�e they have �ried �o 
d i :::. t . .  ::•.'nc,::· ·t.h�.::· i r-· l_..lct�·"·l·.:. ·f i·"·.:::.rft l't'!(:.·n::::. t.e,.-...... hu:nt. in·::� 

Discovery Channe l transmi��ed shor� Loch Ness upda�es through t Jul�, 

and are in process o� producing � documentary �or later transmission. It 
is hoped that this will make a serious contribution � o  �he debate about 
t-hE· '!·-�·:::·::::.:��- i .:::· ' 1'!'!1:;:!::.�. t . .:.::'r··�:.� b1::.� t- E· :::. ·t. i n9 i:_.!-··p;:;· '•/.: :·t·-· .:;;_c it_.!::! o·f' t-1-"t.:::- o l c:! pl·"t()1�.o·�:;!l·".:q:::·i· ·•:::; .::l. 'f'P:::I 

taking exper� opinion on eye-wi�ness accounts . The documentary and updates 
1.•.1 :i. l 1 .:f-.1 ��.() 

-�.c�c·=·�:::.::;. i b 1 e 

serve �he purpose o� 
to the ge neral public. 

Next year ,Project Urquhar� hopes �o widen the scope of their work and 

l_,:ndei·-·t . .  �.kr::· :::.:. t.u.d i �=-��- o ·f ·U·"t�:::· 1 och 1: .. 1·--tt·"·Ou.9i· ·)()IJ. t. t-he ':::IE:· .:·.r·· ·t.o q.:�. i ·n i '!"tf'or··rft-::l.t. ion 
abou� how �he loch �unc�ions in differen� seasons . The Discovery Channel 

would l ike �o see �his imortant research con�inue and is looking �or 
sponsorship partners to go forward in�o Discovery Loch Ness '94� 

We had planned �o get �o �he loch �his year � bu� in �he las� �ew weeks 
it_. 1 ook·::·d -�.:::. 1 t· 1_..1.:::· m .:..':::f r1ot. l'ft.:�.k�-�=· i ·t.. OIJ.l"·· o 1 d ;:::,:;:·d·foi'--·d !Yto'l: .. (H-·c.::'.l·-·.�·:·/-:.-i.n ·f'.�. i l ed 

its MOT� �nd would have been very cos�ly �o put back on �he road. We 

p tu·-··�-= h .::•. :::.�.::·cl -��- 1 ::::� :;:: 4 T ,.-.. :�.-n : :; i 1:.- l'ft i n i b u. :::. ·for·· l ·:�· :::. ::�. .. I] ' .. 1.1'... ·f () :\. d i 'f! 9 c .:;,_r·· .;;;:./ .::•. n h .::•. d ·not. l::u::· .:::· n 

used �or a number of y�ars and was taking more �ime �o sor� ou� �han I 
had available . Three days b��ore depar�ure I con�acted a Mr Tommy Horn, at 

Ct"·O•::;i � .:;.. nd c.:•.rf!�=· to a very reasonable deal OI .. J't"! 
:::::t .. �·.t:::l b1::.� t. l·"p;:�· 1 ocl···, n �:::o we set�led down on �he old 

caravan for our 
Abriacha� pier on 

�::;u.nd-::..1:::1 e· .... ;;::·n i n9, 1 1 t_. h .J u. l '::1 :• was due �o the help o� qui�e a few 

I :_.Jou.l cl like to 9ive a special �hank you �o I ke Blonder , �hanks Ike .. We 
wi�e Ooris, her sister Audrey �nd myself. Our daughter , Heather, 

was working and house si�ting �or us . The wa�er leve l was abou� normal 
�or the �ime o� year � al �ho ugh �he area had b�en having a fai1�ly we� �ime " 

Cl-r! t·1or·t(.:l.::•.1:::l I 1_._1.� ... ::: • •  ::•.bl•:: · t.o h-�1.'•/e .:. ... i .• .Jor·d ,_,_,i-t.i···, flcli·-·i.:.•.n ::::;!---tin�'.:.· -�4.1�. i:..l-1.:.:· Lcu:::h I··�E·:::�:::. 
Project�s HQ by the Clansman. He �old me that �hey were con�inuing wi�h 

t-h •::· i i"·· ()l_._:·n pt·-·o91"·· -�•.m!Yt•:::·::::. -��-��- ,_ .; .;::· 1 1 .:�.::::. .:�. ::::. ::::. i ::�. t. i ·n·�� 1:.-he I .• JO!"'l->:. o·f Pt·"·oj ,::;·(::t. Ut·-·qu.h-�-�.t·-·1: .. .. 

One of �he exper i ments �hey were doing for Urquhar� was �rying �o plo� �he 

currents at various 
clrouges which were suspended under small sur�ace floa�s at di�feren� 

these were�u5mt,2.5m��5mt�then 
using Ge ostat ionary Sa�elli�� 

in 5m� stages down to 50m�s .. The 
Naviga�ion �o de�erm i ne exact 
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l oc .;:,.t. i o n :- ';:1 0 '..1. d r o p  � h e  d r o u -;,� e s  i n � o  � h e  w a � e r ; � h e n �o u � a d d l e  o � �  a nd do 

.�. -nd t_. h :i. n -;,� :::. � o r  a � e w  h o u r s . T h e n  co m es � h e  � r i c k y  b i � . You go ou t 
t_.r' '=! t.o ·f i ·n d  -r .. l· .. ! �:::·rn .:�. "::.� ·�=�. i n .. T !·-��:::· dr··ou. ·::� ·��� :�.; :• 1 .• .s i t. h .:�. :::. i d �.:· .:�.�·-· ,::· .:). o� .:d:::.OlFi:.. ·�'· :s qu.:u·-·�==­
m e � r e � h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d b s  � he wa � e r  c u r � e n � , e a s i l y  o v e r c o m i ng � h e  w i nd 
r··E :::. i :::;. t  . . ;:J. "t: C �:· 0 ': .. 1 ·t. h E· :.:::. ffi .::.. l l f �. ·.: . . :). '!:.. .;:,. ··od !YJ .:•. I·-· k ;;·;···. .. l.·.i!--!l;:.· ·n ':::IOU. -f i n(.:l o n·��· 1;::101J. .�.t .. · E· .;;i. b 1 �:::· 
� o  p l o � a n  ac�u r a � e p o s i � i o n us i n g  the GSN a nd n o � e  d o w n  d i s � a nc e :­
d i r e c � i on e � c . Adr i a n t o l d  me � h a �  � h e �  s � i l l  h a d  m a s s e s  a� i n f o r m a � i o n �o 
c o r r e l a � e , bu � had a l r e a d y n o t e d  some unusua l p a � t e r ns e m e r g i ng .  T h i s  
w i l l  obv i ou s l y  a d d  t o  � h e  o v e r a l l  unders �and i ng o �  � h e  l och . B u �  
p e r s ona l l y  I d i d  w 6 n d e r  i � . i �  w a s  a c a s e o �  U ! � q u h a r t  g i v i n g Ad r i a n � s L o c h  
t·i e �:::. :=. F'i·-·o ..:i •::· c:t. t he t . .  ) .. ::::. k .;:,.n d rncq· . .  · •::· cw· · 1 •:::· :::. :::. p .?.. t. t. i 'ft t�::t t. h �:· IYi o y·, t. :· .. p::�, 1·-p:;· .:�.d =' t.e 1 1  i ·n·::;� 
� h e m �o go a w a y  a n d  p l a� qu i e � l y . P e r h a p s  � h i s  i s  � o o  cy n i ca l a � h o u g h t  .. 

Th.�:.. t: �:::· ··.·· ·::· n i n '] �� >t �=· ··/ •:::· F E· l 1: .. h.::•. rn c.;;,, ,y,�· t. o .,_.. i :
.
:::. i t. .. H;;::· h .::,.d c r· o :::.::::. ed t.l· .. ie 1 o ch b':::l 

b o a �  � r o m  Dor e s � a c c om p a n i e d b� R u a i � i dh Mac L e n n a n , � h e � w e e  C h i e � i e � "  We 
had a -;,� ood n a �t e r and I was ab l e to ask abo u t  �he M a c l n n e s  s i gh � i ng . He 
s a i d  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  had r e por � e d  d i s t ur b a n c e  i n  the bay on �he e v e n i n g 
i n  q u e s t i o n . A l �hou gh he h a d  be e n  on � h e  shore t h a t  d a y  he had n o t  s e e n  
a n y t h i n g u n u s u a l h i m s e l � . He s a i d  t h a �  other pho t o g r a p h s  h a d  b e e n  � ak e n 
:::�. ho1  .. J i n·;:� 1 ... � .:;.. · ... · ·:::· �::. . H ·::· h .:�.d ::::. F•oJ..: .• :;· ·n t. o E d Yi ·�� . . �. nd ·f e 1 t. s h �=· � .. .� .��. :.::: . .  ::.. ·�!e nu. i ·r,.;�· p•:::· f·�· :.::: . .:;:.n :• 
b u t  w a s  n o t  � o o  s u r e  o �  h e r  i n t e r pr e � a � i o n o f  w h a �  s h e  h a d  s e e n � 

He had r e c e n t l y  r e � ur n e �  � r o m  a w e e k  i n  Nor w �:;:� . As r e ppor � e d  i n  N I S 1 1 2  
a Norweg i a n de l a ga � i o n h a d . v i s i � e d  L o c h  N e s s  t o  p i ck u p  � i p s o n  p r o m o t i n g 

� h e i r  o w n  m o n s t e r  . . On r e t u r n i n g h a m �  � h � y  p u t  �he i n � o r m a t i o n t h e y  
g � t h e r e d  � o  g o o d  U $e � · a ri d  h a d  a v i s i t o r  cen�r� r e ad y  � o  o p e n . T h e y  i nv i � e d  
�:::t. •:::· ····· ·=· :J l . .. d· .. , o  1:..1-.. P�:· !:::I ri·P:::· t. •.·.d· .. , i l ·��· h.= .. �· r' e , o · .. .'l::-r·· t. o P •:�T . . f cq· .. · rfl t.h •::· �:::: e r·· E· rfi C) n ':J ., ::: t. e '•/ E· :::. .::.. i d  
� h e y  had m a d e  a good j o b o f  i t , a n d  he h a d  a n  i n t e r e s t i ng s t ay .. The l a k e =' 
S e l j o r d v a n n e � , i s  s o m e  1 8  m i l e s l o n g  a nd he h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  r o u nd � h e  a r e a  
a n d  g i v e n  � h e  cha n c e  t o  � a l k  � o  s om e  o f  �he e �e - w i � n e s s e s  .. F r o m  � h e s e  
i n t e r v i e ws he g a � h e r e d  t h a �  �h� i r  cr e � t u r � w a s  e e l � l i ke w i � h l oo p e d  humps 
and d i f f e r e n �  �rom �h� u s u a l  r e por � from L o c h  N e s s . 

I w a s  p l e a s e d  � o  h e ar t h a �  h i s v i d e o  c a m e r a  had be e n  o v e rhau l e d by 
._n .. •c  =' � u l l � o p e r a � i o n a l a ga i n . He a l s o h a s  a n e w  P e n t a x  
s � i l l  c a m e r a a n d  l e n s e s , a f t er a d e a l w i �h � h e  company .. 

On W e d n s e d a y  e v e n i n g we bum p e d  i n � o  N i c k W i � c he l l a n d  I v o r  N e w b y  i n  
t_.h e  D I·-· u. rnn .::�.c.:l!· .. ·ocl-", i t. l· .. ,ot. •::· l • I .._,.o1· .. · !·1.:•.(:1 1:.���·-· o u. q h t. h i :::. Hrf1Ph l. c .:.�. ,.�. b .::..cl·.:. t . .;:) t.he 1 ;::)ci·"l 
� h i s  y e a r . A s � r a n g e  l i t � l e  ve h i c l e  i t  i s  30 ye � r s  o l d , b u �  d o e s  n o �  l oo k  
1 t s a g e . I vor ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  the l o ch a nd t he m y � t e ry g o e s  b ac k  � h a �  �ar a s  
we l l ��  H e  h a s  a s s i s � e d  m a n y  of t h e  e xp � d i t i o n s  dur i ng � h a t  � i me �  a s  we l l  

·�. :;:. l::u:? i '!"l ';.:i ·�. '•/ .:? t-· 1:::1 .:;t. (: t. :i. '•/e i 'Cp:::i.;;;· p,:;:· ·(l1: .. ;�j .�l. '(j't_. i n  e .::J.i•"• ]. i t=�· r·· 1:::1 •:::· .�1. 1·�· ::;:. n l··� i Cf·•:. t. o l d I..I. S  t.h.�:.. 'l:, 
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